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An Advertiſemę the Reader. 


and the Proteſtant Diſſenting Party, in Reference to a 
Bill of Indulgence, then under conſideration in, or read 
(as was ſuppos d) to be brought into the Houſe of Com- 
Mons Which Controverſy 5 been for ſome time 


filenced, by the frequent Adjournment of both Houſes 


of Parliament, it was thought unſeaſonable to Publiſh 


any thing in that Interval, which might relate to it: 
But becauſe it is not improbable, but that our Diſſenting 
Brethren will, now the: Parliament meets again, endea= 
vour to gain the ſame Point which before they aim'd at; 
it is hoped that thoſe Papers may at leaſt be as ſeaſona- 
ble now, as they would have been, had they been pub» +]- 
liſh'd at the Tyme when they were Written. 

N. B. That Part which relates to the Sacramentol- 


 Teft, begins in Page 6 at the Section mark'd . 
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To his Grace the Lord Primate 
IRELAND. 


. . x 
HE hope which T have of doing ſome good, or at leaſt, 
the Confidence that 1 ſhall do no hurt in publiſhing 
4 this ſmall Piece, has induced nie to expoſe both it and my 
ſelf to the Cenſure of the World, And alibo there may be 
nothing elſe in it which\way recommend it to your Grace, 
yet T aſſure my 75 You will approve of that temper and 
calmneſs which I have endeavoured with all Care to preſerve 
< in every period of at. For, as bitterneſs, or 1 0 ＋ 
File 1s contrary to Charity, no ks than Mirth and Drol. 
lery in matters of Religion, are to the Serjonſneſs of Chrie 
ſtianitiy; ſo have TI obſerved, that ſuch a JON Way of. 
Writing is much more eſfectual to raiſe the Paſſion, than 10 
convince the Judgment of an Adver, ary: For which Rea- 
ſon ¶ have been ſtudioufly Careful to avoid oll Expreſſjons 
which might exaſperate, or give [pn to our Non-confor- 
ming Brethren; and ſpall. æuit h God s Bleſſing continue op vt r 
Care, if ever there be an Occaſion for we any further to defend 
-|- mhat I have here aoritten. | T 
Aud upon this Occafian, I beſeech your Grace to give s 
leave to remember to the World how eminent an Example 
Temper and Moderation Jou have conſtantly ſhewn your ſelf, 
as 2 others, and at all times, ene 16 
ah ] now am about to 2 my ſelf. No Man could be 
more true and firm to the eſtabliſh Church, and at the ſame 
Time more mild and gentle to thoſe wwho diſſent from her, 
than Your Grace bas always been. Of which, Your 


Ute 


of all 


Life, until ſuch time as You 


DEDICATION. 


' unbyaſſed Steadineſs in the ſame Principles N all changes 


and wviciſſitudes ; together with your great lenity even in 

thoſe times, when it was moſt in your Grace's Power to have 

Hee Severity towards them, is a Demonſtration beyond all 
ceßtion. N „ | 


Nor can I omit to take Notice of the admirable 2 


fe which your moderate way of | ealing with ſuch Perſons 


has had upon divers of the Non-conforming Miniſters, who 


vere in theſe Parts at the time when your Grace formerly ſat 


in the Chair of this Dioceſs; ſeveral of whom, (as T have 
) 


been informed) being not only convinced by your Argumente, 


but even won by your Obliging and Chriſtian Temper, did 


freely angreadtly yield to receive Ordination at yourGrace's 


Hand, according to the Form preſcribed by our Church; and con- 
tinued ever after to ts bog to HneWorfip and Diſcipline of it. 
Nor have I any #1 "i elſe to excuſe my Preſumption in 


this Dedication, but only the hope that your Grace will be 


ready, according to your accuſtomed Cangour, to approve of, 
and encourage every Man, tho in the meaneſt Station, who 
endeavours, according to his Capacity, to follow any Part 


of that excellent Pattern which Tour Grace for ſo many 


Tears has ſet to the World. 16MAGL ES 
That Jour "Grace may enjoy all the Happineſs of this 
hal exchange 1 for a Crown of 
Eternal Glory, is the moſt earneſt and hearty Prayer „ r 
Your Grace's moſt obedient Chaplain, _ 
Cork, July 15, 16953 _ PAnd moſt obliged humble Servant, 
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A peaceable and Friendly" RIOTS 8 
To the NON-CONFORMISTS, 


Written upon their deſiring An Ad of Tokration æuith- 
| out the Sacramental-Teſt. 
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88 CE it is the Duty of every Chriſtian to promote tlie Peace and 


Unity of the Church, and heartily to endea vour that there may 

be no Diviſions amongſt as; but that we may be perfectly join. 
ed together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment, 1 Cor. 1. 10. 
In one Spirit, and with one Mina, ſtriving together for the Faith of the 
Goſpel, Phil. 1. 27. And ſince, when one Patty of Chriſtians ſeparate 
from another, it muſt either be for a juſt Cauſe, or without a juſt 
Cauſe; it will follow, that Wherever ther: is a Schiſm in any ' 
Church, and one Congragation ſet up in Oppoſition to another, and 
refuſing to join in Communion with the other, there muſt, of ne- 
ceſfity, be a Sin either on the one ſide or the other; either in them 
who give the other a juſt Ground for Separation, or in them who ſe- - 
rate without a juſt Ground, 
That there is a Separation between you and us, and thereby a 
Schiſm made in our National Church is too apparent; but Where 
the Sin of this Diviſion lies, whether upon us, for giving you a juſt 
Cauſe of dividing, or upon you for ſeparating from us Without any 
ſuch Cauſe; this is what on both ſides we ought to enqure after, 
and to reform it wherever we find it. And in order to the making 
of this diſcovery, I do (as I truſt, ia the Fear of God, and in a true 
Spirit of Meekneſs and Charity) beſeech you all calmly and feri- 
cufly to weigh and conſider theſe following things which I offer 
unto you. 

Firſt, Is there any of thoſe Things which are neceſſary to the Sal- 

vation of a Chriſtian, wanting in the Communion of our Church ? 
Do we not profeſs and teach the true Chriſtian Faith in all its funda. 


A * 8 


(6) 
mental Articles? And if fome of our Divines do perhaps differ from 
ours in the Determination, or rather the Manner of expreſſing of 
ome Theological Points; will any one venture to ſay, that the ex- 
plicit belief of ſuch Doctrines in Difference, is abſolutely neceſſary 
unto Salyation ? Do we not require all Men to lead vertuous and 
holy Lives? And is any Part of Chriſt's Inſtitution omitted by us 
in the Adminiſtration either of Baptiſm or the Lord's Supper ? Or 
what is there more required by God, in order to any Man's Salva- 
tion, than a true Faith, an holy Life, to be admitted into the Church 
by Baptiſm, and to own our Communion with it by the frequent 


- Participation of the Lord's Supper? In ſhort, if we are deficient 


in any thing which is neceſſary to Salvation, let us know what it is 


that is wanting amongſt us, and let the neceſſity of it be proved, 


and then if we receive it not, the Sin is ours. 

Secondly, is there any thing required by us from thoſe who Com- 
municate with us, which is a Sin, and therefore not to be practis'd 
with a good Conſcience.; However unneceſſary or impertinent any 
thing may be eſteemed, yet nothing is to be look'd upon as a Sin 
but what is Contrary to; the Laws of God: Are then any of our 
Conſtitutions contrary to God's Law? Or has God any where for- 
bid us to uſe the Sign of the Croſs after Baptiſm, a Ring in the 


| | Celebration of Marriage, a Surplice in Divine Service, the Poſture 


of, kneeling at the Reception of the Lord's Supper, or any of thoſe 
Rites and Ceremonies which are appointed to be uſed amongſt us? 
And can any thing be called a Sin which God has no where forbid ? 
Rut if you ſhall ſay, that tho' the bare Uſe of theſe things is not for- 
bid, yet we uſe them after a ſuperſtitious Manner, whereby they 


| become ſinful. I intreat you to conſider that we have ſufficiently 
declared, that we place no holineſs in any ſuch things as theſe, 


(wherein our Superſtition, if any there were, could only conſiſt) 


but that we only uſe them as things in themſelves indifferent, or- 
dained by human Authority for decency and order, and at any 
| time alterable by the ſame or the like Authority that appointed them. 
| To conclude this Point, either ſuch things as are indifferent in them · 
4 ſelves, may poſſibly be uſed without Superſtition, as Circumſtances 
in the Worſhip of God, or elie it will ſcarce be poſſible to perform - 


{ 


| any outward Worſhip at all without Superſtition : For outward. 


(7) 
b : 

Worſhip cannot be performed without outward Circumſtances* 
And no Man ſure will pretend that all the outward Circumſtances 
of Worſhip are preſcribed or regulated by God himſelf, Since thea 
our Rites and Ceremonies of Religion are things in themſelves indit- 
ferent, and therefore ſuch as may be uſed, without Superſtition, do 
you your ſelves teach us how we ſhall more effectually diſclaim all 
Superſtition, in the Uſe of them, than we already do: And it we 
give you not Satisfaction in the Matter, the Fault is juſtly ours. 
But to charge us with Superſtition in the Uſe of thoſe things which 
do not neceſſarily imply that Sin in themſelves, and that at the ſame 
time, when we do politively renounce, not only the Name of Su- 
perſtition, but alſo the thing itſelf ; In my poor opinion, is not 
ſo agreeable unto Chriſtian Charity, which believeth all things, and 
Lopeth all things, 1 Cor. 13. 7. 4: ;j; hi 

Thirdly, If then in the Communion of our Church there be nei. 
ther any thing wanting which is neceſſary to Salvation, nor, on 
the other ſide, any thing preſcribed in it which is ſinful; does it not 
apparently follow from hence that our Communion is at leaſt Inno- 
cent? And that any Chriſtian may, with a you Conſcience, join 
with us in God's Worſhip and Sacraments, ſince thereby he needs 
not involve himſelf in any Sin, either of Commiſſion or Omiſſion. 
If you ſhall ſay that our Communion, tho' to us, who are perſwa- 
ded of the Lawfulnefs of it, it may be innocent; yet to you would 
be ſinful; becauſe ſome of you judge it abſolutely unlawful to 
Communicate with us (and no Man ought to act direftly againſt” 
his own Conſcience) and others of you do, at leaſt, doubt whether 
it be lawful or not: Whereas in ſuch Caſes as theſe, every Man 
. Oughtto be fully perſuaded in his own Mind, Ro. 14. 5. And he that 
doubteth is damned if he Conform, as well as if he eat, becauſe he Con- 
formeth not of Faith (that is to ſay, is not throughly perſuaded of 
the La fulneſs of what he does) for whatſoever is not of Faith is Sing 
ver. 23. To thoſe who judge our Commugion unlawſu!, I muſt again 
urge what I have already ſa id in the two preceding Paragraphs, and 
tell them that their Judgment ia this is not only talfe, but alſo ap- 
varently uncharitable, except they can ſhew either that ſomething 
is wanting, and not to be had in our Church, which yet God has com- 
manded or (omethins a 


”- 
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|| bidden ;- for nothing can be abſolutely ſinful and unlawful, except 
it be to omit the one, or to do the other. But as for thoſe who only 
doubt, that is to ſay, are not well aſſured, whether it be lawful to 
|| Conform to our Communion or not: If they are not able by any 
means to clear their doubts, and ſatisfie their Scruples ; yet ſurely 


in ſuch a Caſe, they ought to chooſe that way which is moſt ſafe, 
and free from the Danger of Sin; and if there be a plain and evi- 
dent Law of God which directs them one way, they ought not to 
forſake that way and go another, upon ſuch ſuggeſtions as they own 
to be but obſcure and doubtful. Now, what can be more evideat- 
ly commanded, than that we ſhould ſeek and promote the Peace and 
Unity of the Chnrch (as I have ſaid at rhe Beginning of this Ad- 
dreſs.) And that we ſhould give obedience unto the Commands of 
lawful Authority, Rom- +} 1. 1 Pet. a, 13. But, on the other ſide, 
the Caſe in Hand ſuppoſes a Man to be only doubtful (and not re- 
ſolved either way) whether it be lawful to conform to the Rites and 
Ceremonies, by Law 'Eftabliſh'd in our Church; now, if, after a 
reaſonable time for enquiry, he is not able to determine this doubt 
ſo as poſitively to ſatisfy himſelf upon ſolid Grounds, that ſuch con- 
formity-is unlawful; what Reaſon can be given why ſuch a doubt, 


' which probably may be the Hffect of his fancy, or prejudice only, 


and not of any ſober and impartial Reafoning, becauſe it never 


comes to a Determination, ſhould be put in the Ballance againſt 


thoſe plain Commands of God which I have mentioned: And as long 


as ſuch a Man remains doubiſul as to both ſides, why may not the 


above objected Words of Sr, Paul be more ſtrongly urged for Confor- 


mity than againſt it ? For why ſhould a Man refute: to conform, if 
he 


-only doubtful; and not fully perſuaded in his own Mind, that he 
ougkt not to conform? And why may I not ſay, that ho that doubteth 
is damned, if he refuſeth conformity, rather than if he conſorm'? becauſe 
he refuſeth not of Faith; (that is to ſay, is not throughly perſwaded 
of: the la w ſulnefs of ſuch a Refuſal; there being two plain Laws of 
God which direct him to conform, and nothing but a Doubt, which 
is ra ĩſed : but upon obſcure Grounds, that reſtra ins him from it) for 
whatſoever is not of Faith (whether it be an Action or a Refuſal) is 
Sin. But if you ſhall ſay, that ro impoſe ſuch things upon you in 

CU WA * es indifferent, 


> 


('9') 


and not commanded by any Law of God, is an inſringement of your 


| Chriſtian Liberty; which you are bound not to yield or give way 


to: bur to and foſt in theLiberty wherewith Chriſt bath made you free'; 
Gal. 5. 1. Taniwer, that if any Church ſhould offer to impole the 
Belief or Practice of any thing, as ax eſſential Part of Religion and 
neceſſary to Salvation, which God hath not particularly required; 
_ ageinſt ſuch an Impoſition as this every Chrittian ought to ſtand up, 
and aſſert his Chriſtian Liberty; as the Apoſtles did againſt the Jews» 
iſh Ceremonies, which ſome would have impoſed upon the Church 
as abſolutely neceffary to Salvation, A4#r x5. 1. And this is what | 
the Apoſtle exhorts the Galatians unto; and is, as far as I can un- 
derſtand, the true Notion of Chriſtian Liberty, as it is ſtated in the 
holy Seriptures: For if way ſhould be given to ſuch fort of Impo- 
ſitions as theſe ; in proceſs of time ſo many things, through the 
Pride and Vanity of ſome, and the Ignorance and Miſtakes of others, 
might come to be introduced into the Chriſtian Religion, as mighs 
render it, as the Jewiſh was, a Yoke too heavy to be born, Ad, rg. 
10. But to plead Chriſtian Liberty as an Exemption'from ſuch Laws 
and Rules which an Eſtabliſhed Church ſhall chink fit to make a- 
bout things, in themſelves profeſſed indifferent, and only for order 
and regularity's Sake; as it has no Foundation that I can find-either 
in Scripture or Reaſon ; ſo the apparent Conſequence of it muſt be, 
not that decency and order which St. Paul ditects the Church to 
provide for in the Service of God, 1. Cor, 14. 40. which cannot be 
maintained without ſome eſtabliſned Rules in circumſtantial Mat- 
ters. But, on the contrary, that Diſorder and Confuſion which we 
may imagine muſt be in ſuch an Aſſembly, where every Man ſhall 
eſteem it unlawful to demean himſelf according to any Human pre- 
ſcribed Rules; and where therefore every the moſt ignorant Perſon 
will be guided by nothing but the ſuggeſtions of his own thoughts, 
in all ſuch things as God himſelf has not particularly determined: 
For the avoiding of which Confuſion and Irregularity, every ſettled 
Church has always found it neceflary to follow that Direction which 
St. Paul long ſince gave; and to make and preſcribe certain Rules 
for the Eſtabliſhmene of Decency and Order in their Congregations. 
And if our Liturgy be an infringement of Chriſtian Liberty, not 
Sly all other Churches are guilty of the ſame, but even your own 


( 10 ) 
Directory, which impoſes ſome things which in themſelves are indif. 
| ferent, cannot be excuſed from it. And if you-ſhall ſay that our 
| Ceremonies are too numerous and burthenſome, beſides that others 
| who perhaps may be as competent Judges, are of another Opinion, 
If this were really ſo, yet the moſt it would amount to, would be 
only an Inconvenience, (of which hereafter) and not a Sin. And 
tho” St. Auſtin complained of the Number and: Burthen of Ceremo- 
nies in his Time; yet we never find that he looked upon that as a- 
ny Cauſe for ſeparating from the Eſtabliſh'd Church. And laſtly, 
It you ſhall ſay that many of our Rites and Ceremonies are alto- 
gether ary, and that the Governors of a Church ought not 
to lay unneceſſary Impoſit ions upon the People; beſides that what 
ſome maythink unneceſſary, others may judge to be expedient. Let 
us ſuppoſe that our Governors were guilty of a Fault, in impoſing 
fome needleſs things upon us, yet will it not follow that our com- 
pliance even with ſuch things, tor Peace and Unity's Sake, would be 
any Sin, but rather, I think, a Virtue : And therefore upon the 
whole, I cannot but conclude, that any good Chriſtian may, at leaſt, 
very innocently join himſelf to the Communion of our Church. 
Fourthly, Then if the Communion of our Church be Lawful and 
Innocent in its ſelf; what imaginable Reaſon can there be why you 
Mould refuſe to join with us in it? For ſure you do not think that 
every Man is at his free Liberty, either to join himſelf to the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church of a Place, or to ſet up a diſtin Church for him- 
ſelf, for this would be the way not only to divide, but crumble the 
Church, till the different fancies of Men ſhould bring it to nothing. 
And if you ſhall tell us that ſome of our Conſtitutions are not ſo 
conveniently ſettled, as they ſhould be for promoting the Glory of 
= God, and the Practice of Piety; beſides, that there never was any 
human Appointment ſo perfect as to be free from all deſect and in- 
= converience; And that what may ſeem inconvepient to one, may” 
perhaps be thought convenient by another, there being ſcarce any 
| = puriicular Rules of convenience ſo fixed, but what will be different-_ 
ly thought of by different Menz according to the Diverſity of their 
Apprehenſions and Circumſtances. I-delire to know whether ore 
or- more bare inconveniences, Which yet are, or may be, free 
irom Sin, can be a ſufficient Reaſon to ſeparate {rom an Eſtabliſhed 
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Church? And if ſo, what Church is there upon the Face of the 


Earth from which this Principle will not juſtifie a Diviſion? It is 
indeed the Duty of every Man ſoberly and peaceably to ſeek for the 
Rectify ing, even any Inconveniencies which he perceives to be in 
the Church; But ſince it is a Rule of Charity that it beareth all 


things, endureth all things, ſuffereth long, is not eafily provoked, and ſee- 


keth not her own, 1 Cor. 13, 4, &c- Methinks every good Chriſtian 


. ſhould be contented to bear, even with many Inconveniencies (un- 


til ſuch time asGod ſhould touch the Hearts of thoſe in whoſe Pow- 
er it ſhould be to remedy them) rather than occaſion a Diviſion in 
the Church, which, beſides the Sin, is certainly a greater Incon- 
venience than all thoſe which you can complain of put together. 
But if you ſhall ſay, that you find your ſelves more edified in Godli- 
neſs and Piety by your own Meetings, than by frequenting our 
Aſſemblies ; Not to aſcribe this to your Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion. 
nor to make any Compariſons which may ſeem Odious,or may tend 
to exaſperate; I ſhall only tell you if this by a real Truth, and not 
a bare Fancy only; it may ſeem to be a Reaſon why you ſhould hold 
ſome Afemblies, beſides the Parochial Congregations, for your mu- 
tual Edification, and to provoke others to Emulation; which 
might be a Means to promote a general Reformation of all neglects 
or diſorders in the Church, (provided that nothing were therein 
ſaid or done which might give any of your own Members or others, 
a juſt Occaſion to look upon you as a ſeparate Church, ſet up in op- 
poſition and not in ſubordination to the Eſtabliſh'd One.) But 
what Reaſon you can ground upon this for a down-right Separa- 
tion, and utter refuſal of our Communion, I confeſs I am nor able 
to find. But if you ſhall ſay that you do not abſolutely ſeparate 
from us, nor utterly renounce our Communion, but that you ſome- 
times come to our publick Worſhip, and receive the Sacra. 
ment of the Lord's Supper after our preſcribed Form, which is by 
ſome of you aſſerted and-pleaded for under the Name of occaſional 
Communion; 1 deſire to be inform'd, if occaſional Communion 
with us be lawful, why ſhould conftant Communion with us be 
thought unlawful? If it be a Sin to join with us in God's Worſhip 
and Sacraments, it ought not to be done ſo much as once; but if it 
be- no Sin, why may it not be done always? And would ir net be 
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much more agreeble to the Temper of Chriſtianity, and the, Spirit 


of Peace and Unity, for you conſtantly to frequent our A ſſemblies, 

who on you may lawfully do it, and to hold your own other Mee- 
tings either after or before ours; rather than by holding them juſt 
at the ſame time with ours, to keep the People as much as you can, 
Strangers from our Congregations, thereby alienating their A ffections 
from us; cheriſhing an Opinion in many of them, that our way of 
Worſhip is utterly unlawful, and widening, or at leaſt keeping 
open, that breach which otherwiſe1n a little time, would probably 
cloſe, and heal of it ſelf. 


— 
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The Deſign of what I have hitherto ſaid, has been to lay the 
Matter home to your Conſciences, to perſwade you to Embrace the 
Communion of our Church, and thereby fuperſede the neceſſity of 
Toleration : But if all we can ſay or argue upon this Matter will 

Fifchly, I would gladly know what it is which you aim at, and 
propoſe to your ſelves in an Act of Toleration ? Is it only to have 
the Liberty of ſerving God in that way which you think to be beſt, 
and thereby to be free from Perſecution, and to go the readieſt way, 
as you ſuppoſe, to Heaven, without let or moleftation ? Or is it to 
lay a Foundation for the overthrow of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, and 
to get, in time, the whole Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Power into your 
own Hands, as is already done by thoſe of your perſuaſion inScorland? 
If the latter of theſe be your Deſign, ſure you muſt think us no leſs 
than Fools and Mad - Men, if we give way to our own Overthrow 


and Ruin; and do not give you all the Oppoſition that poſſibly we 
can; but if the former be only, and adequately your Deſire, why are 


you ſo Zyalous againſt the Sacrumental Teſt (as it is called) as even to 
refuſe an Act of Toleration, rather than have this Clauſe inſerted in 
it, That no one ſhall be capable of any Office, or Employment in 
the Common · Wealth, who ſhall not ſo many times in the Year Re- 
ceive the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, according to the E- 
Rabliſh'd Form? I am ſenſible, that Men may have ſtrange Notions, 
Prejudices and Scruples, in matters of Religion, and thet what ſeems 


to be the higheſt and cleareſt Reaſon to one Man, may not appear 
convincing or concluding to another. And therefore, I do got 
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wonder that good and well meaning Men, tho) miſtaken, ſhould 
be very earneſt ſor Liberty of Conſcience, to be clear from ſuch Im- 
poſitions as they think they cannot lawfully ſubmit to, and to 
have the Freedom of ſerving God in ſuch a Way, as they apprehend, 
may be pleaſing to him. But when Men are not contented with 
this, except they may have alſo a Share in the Government, and be 
made capable of Employ ments of Power, Truſt, and Profit :.I think 
it is very apparent, That they deſign and aim at ſomething elſe be- 
ſides the Salvation of their Souls, and Freedom from Prelecution ; 
And it becomes the Wiſdom of every Government, carefully to con- 
ſider even the remote, if probable, Conſequences of what they do; 
and however, it may be fit to deal gently with tender Conſciences, 
yet that State which ſhall ſeem to Encourage or ſet up two ſeveral 
Parties, differing from each other in Matters of Religion, (which 
ſtrangely unites or divides the Affections of Men) to make Facti- 
ons one againſt the other, and to ſtand in perpetual diſtinct Op- 
poſition and Competition one with the other for all the Places 
of Truſt, Power, and Profit in the Common- Wealth, I believe will 
be thought by moſt Wiſe Men to be out in its Politicks. | 
But if I am told that this laſt Queſtion which I have put, contains 

in it a falfe and uncharitable Suggeſtion againſt the Von. Conformiſis; 
and that they have no Manner of Deſign againſt the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Church, as is pretended, but only defire to ſtand 
upon equal Terms with the Reſt of his Majeſty's Subjects as to Ci- 
vil Matters: I anſwer, that fuppoſing all this to be True, yet no 
one knows but their Succeſſors, in the next Generation, may en- 
deavonr to advance a little farther than what is propoſed by their 
Predeceſſors, in this. And ſince the Preshyterian Party in theſe 
Kingdoms did in the late Wars of 1641; actually overthrow the 
Eſtabliſhed Epiſcopal Church, and have never yet publickly re- 
nounced thoſe Principles by which they then aQed, nor Teſti- 
fied anyRepentance for what they did. And ſince the Presbyterians 
of Scotland have now againOverturned the Epiſcopal Church of that 
Kingdom; have we not all the Reaſoa that can be to fear that, 
tho? our preſent Non. Conformiſis may keep a kind and friendly Cor- 
reſpondence with us, becauſe we have been fo lately joined againſt 
a common Enemy, yet 1a the po Generaticn Heats and Animoſi- 
tles 


-, 


l | tiesmay 
ji not before hand carefully prevented, may tend to the Diſtur- 
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uad nothing which ſhould tend to the Breach of Charity. 


TE „ h w Iz — _ — — ES 


4 — 
5 | 
{ \ I 4 4 | 


y ariſe between their Succeſfors and” ours, which; 
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bance) or perhaps the Ruin both of Church aud State: And ought: 
not every Government to provide for Poſterity, as well as for the: 
preſent Generation? And thus have I declared, or at leaſt ſugpeſted; 
my thoughts in this great Affair, with all the Brevity and plainnefs 
thatIcould,andTI hope with thatMildneſs'which becomes a peaceable 
Man and a Chriſtian ; How far what I have ſaid may prevail upon 

any Man, I know not, but I hope that no one can take any Of- 
fence, either at what I have ſaid, or at the Manner wherein I have 
expreſſed my {elf ; and if I have miſſed of that Good which I de- 
ſigned, yet at leaſt it will be ſome Satisfaction to me, to think that 
Ihave done no hurt; and whilſt I have been pleading for Unity, have: 


